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“Groundhog found fog. New snows and blue toes. Fine and dandy for Valentine
candy. Snow apittin’; if you're not mitten-smitten, yow'll be frosl-bitlen! By jing-y,
Jeels spring-y.” ...The Old Farmers’ fllmanac

february

February is derived from the Latin term ‘Februarius’ meaning to purify. Februum, the
Roman Feast of Purification, preceded the growing season and, like January, was a
time for reflection on the past year and anticipation of the coming growing season. The
month was similar to a spring cleaning.

February Facts
e |t is the only month that may not have a full moon; however, it usually does
e Thereis a1in 1461 chance of being born on February 29th. If so, you are known
as a ‘leaper’ or ‘leapling’.
February is one of the most commonly misspelled words in the English language.
February is known for Groundhog Day and Valentine’s Day (see below).
For over 40 years, February is also known as Black History Month.



Groundhog Day

Groundhog Day, celebrated on February 2nd in the United States and Canada, is a
tradition with historical roots tied to the German feast of Candlemas. In Germany, the
animal coming out of its den was a European badger. If the badger came out and saw
its shadow on a sunny day, it was frightened and quickly returned to its underground
burrow signifying several more weeks of winter. If emerging on a cloudy day with no
shadow, the badger would remain active above ground signifying an early spring.

The tradition was continued in North America, especially by the German people living in
Pennsylvania. The best known American prognosticator is
Punxsutawney Phil. He has been predicting the coming spring
since 1886. In Wisconsin, the most famous weatherman, or
weatherchuck, is Jimmy the Groundhog from Sun Prairie. He
has been predicting the coming spring since 1948.

So, who is the better prognosticator? It depends on whom you
ask. If you are from Pennsylvania, Punxsutawney Phil is 100%
accurate - talk about fake news. If, however, we allow the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration to act as arbiter, the results are somewhat different. By their
account, and by other scientific accounts, Punxsutawney Phil is accurate around 39% of
the time. Jimmy the Groundhog has an accuracy rate of 80%. Then again, interpreting
the forecasts of the woodchucks is up to the local mayors, and their accuracy is equally
questionable. In fact, one year Jimmy bit the nose of the mayor - was he making some
sort of political statement?

What are the predictions for this year? Punxsutawney Phil saw his shadow, returned to
his den, and Pennsylvania will have six more weeks of winter. Jimmy the Groundhog
did not see his shadow and southern Wisconsin will welcome an early spring, but we
wouldn’t know it by the recent sub-zero temperatures.

Valentine’s Day, celebrated on February 14th, is held in
memory of St. Valentine, an early Christian martyr put to
death by the Romans in A.D. 270. (actually, there appear to
have been three Valentines, all martyred by the Romans
during this time period). Valentinus was claimed to be a kind







